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The Utah Department of Corrections, in cooperation with local law enforcement partners, is conducting an intensive search for Thomas Samuel Burnham, who was involved in an altercation with police Tuesday evening.

Burnham left the Fortitude Treatment Center on Jan. 28 at approximately 7:30 p.m. to get medical treatment at University Medical Center but failed to show up at the center and was listed as having absconded. Adult Probation and Parole requested and received an arrest warrant for Burnham from the Utah Board of Pardons and Parole on Jan. 29.

The Department is engaged in immediate action to review all of its community correctional centers. That includes partnering with law enforcement agencies throughout the Salt Lake Valley in an enhanced, cooperative effort to specifically pursue and apprehend walkaways and fugitives from supervision.

Our effort began last weekend, when the Department conducted two separate operations that resulted in 21 offenders being returned to custody.

With help from multiple law enforcement agencies, the Department conducted a full-scale search of the Fortitude Treatment Center in response to ongoing problems with contraband and noncompliance at the facility.

More than 100 Adult Probation and Parole agents, UDC correctional officers and officers from local law enforcement agencies participated in that search. Seven search dogs also assisted in the operation, which began at approximately 2 a.m. and concluded around 4:30 a.m.

Seventeen dorms housing 135 offenders were searched; each offender also was required to take a drug test.
Nine offenders were taken into custody and returned to the Utah State Prison early Saturday. Three were arrested for inciting/noncompliance; four for drug possession; and two on parole violations.

Nine other offenders tested positive for drugs; their status is currently under review.

"Although we have conducted these types of searches on a smaller scale in the past, we will continue these more expansive searches of our community correctional centers going forward to enhance safe and successful operations," said Rollin Cook, executive director of the Utah Department of Corrections.

A Fugitive Response Team from the Division of Adult Probation and Parole also conducted a community search Saturday focused on 34 high-profile probation and parole offenders in Region 3, which includes Salt Lake, Tooele and Summit counties.

The operation resulted in 12 offenders being arrested and returned to jail or to the Utah State Prison. Of those arrested, 10 had active fugitive arrest warrants.

AP&P is pursuing new charges against three offenders arrested Saturday. Two individuals face charges of possession of a weapon by a restricted person; one individual will be charged with failure to respond to the command of law enforcement and avoiding apprehension.

"The Fugitive Response Team took positive steps to reduce the number of dangerous and violent offenders, a majority of whom recently absconded from supervision," Cook said. "Their work will be ongoing as we put a more concerted effort into finding offenders who refuse to abide by parole conditions and pose a threat to the community."

On Wednesday, the Department took these additional steps to enhance safety and security at its community correctional centers:


• We are placing a hold on all new probation or parole violator placements at all centers until further notice. 


• We are conducting a review of residents currently in centers for appropriateness of placement. 


• Any resident who is in full compliance and has an approved and appropriate address will be released from centers to intensive community supervision.


• We are conducting verification checks of employment and treatment of all community correctional center residents.


• We are increasing treatment services at centers to minimize the need for residents to travel to community providers for treatment.  


• Ten agents on the Fugitive Response Team are focusing intensively on walkaways and fugitives.


• We are ramping up transition services at the prison to ensure the most appropriate placement for new paroling inmates.
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